John Boccacino:

Hello, and welcome back to the 'Cuse Conversatitodcast. I'm John Boccacino, semibernal
communications specialist at Syracuse University.

Ryan Smith:

Sooneday on my lunch break, while | was up for partner, | jumg vanwith her, a camera gugnd a
soundguy, and we ran ativer New York Cityp about anhour anda half and | shot a seven-minute reel
that she then cut together.






Oh,it wasso tough at so many timebut | have to tellyou from themoment | started doing it, | loved it.
It was intoxicatindor me, so | wanted t&eep pushing forward. I'll tell you two stories that encapsulate
how difficult it was. So the way | got to Court TV, dag | was practicing law ItA and some random
person who | did not know callse and said, "Hey,work with HLN. Would you want to talk for a little
bit?" So we talked for about an hour abaabunch of different subjects. Nevkeardfrom thisguy

again for about seven months. Calls me agaidsays, "Hey, do you want taeet for dinner? I'm in

New York right now." So then | meet with him &bnner.

While we're sitting at dinner, and | hadn't spoken to him in months, only met him once, he said, "l want
to offer youa job co-hosting a show on Court TV." And | said, "Okay." He"é&atl, you've got tacome

down andread and just maksure youcan do the job. But I'm sure you'll be fine at it." H&s, "You

know prompter andall that stuff. Right?" I'm like, "Yeah, of courbdo." So hesays, "Great. I'll see you

in Atlanta ina week." So | go home and | say, "What am | going to do?" So | got ... The only thing, and
this is what | did a lot with television, | didn't know what | didn't knewd, had to sort othink of what |
thought it might look likeo learn howto do elements of the job. So whersaw people reading a

prompter, | immediately thought about what it was likden| use a wireless mouse reading my
computer screenNobodycansee my hand moving, and st reading the words othe computer

screen if I'mscrolling up, so | did that.

| bought a wireless mouse, haty computerput it about 10 feet awajrom me,made the print really
big,and practiced that for about three hours a dayvadleklong untill got it right. And that's how |
learned how to reagbrompter. | went dowrthere, | wasn't amazing, but they were like, "You're good
enough. We camwork with that." The other thing will say is, the other thing that underscores how
difficult it can be tdbe in two different worlds at once was | was practicing law, when you're practicing
law, you can't just stop. Sometimes youstlll working with clients. So | was working wiétclient and
they called me about 30 minutes before the show withuagent matter. So I'm on the phortalking

them throughthis deal.lt was a deal we were trying to put together. It was supposecideelater that
day.

I'm talking them through the deal'm looking up at the clocknd my show starts in 10 minutes. So I'm
running downto set, this is when | was at CNN, and nobody there thankfully knows this story | guess
until now. | was running teset, onthe phone talking to this guy through the deal points. | was still on
the phone as | was sitting dovimthe chair getting mikedip. Andl waslike,"Don't forget clause 3B,

and then 4A. Anthen don't forget how that intersects with this and that. Got it? Okdgy, can | call
you back irabout anhour because my show is &our long?" Theuy's like, "Yeah." Okalyang upthe
phone, a minute later we're on aifhere was lot of that in the beginninglhankfully everything went
well. | never had a problem with clients, but there were a lot of challenges.

But what fueled me the entire way is what | think probably a lot of people think who hewhouse
whowork in this professiont iswonderful and intoxicating in smany waysYou get to tell stories. You
get to exercise your curiosity in ways you could neweagine. Androm the moment | did it for the first
time, | thought this is what | will low#oing. Andt really hasn't changed since.

John Boccacino:

Now we'll get into how you've merged your passions into this awesome career. But are there any
skillsets you can point to from being a lawyer that really parlayed well to being on air, to being in
journalism?

Ryan Smith:
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Oh,yeah,two big ones. First, | will say this, | say this to anyheldy's interestedn gettinginto

journalism. Curiosity is your most important tool, just plain curiosity. A lot of times when laghk
being inthis field,because I'm relatively new to this field compared to the people that | work with, | try
to break things down to thesimplest elements becauseyibu tryto think too much about theyuy I'm
working next to, he ha®5 Emmys and | just got here five minutes ago, you're going to psyatself

out. It's really a lot simpler than that. It's this person next to they might be good because they ask
goodquestionsor they're curious about what they're talking about.

Channeling that curiositig themost important tool | have had, and that's what | had to do as a lawyer.
When somebody walks imy office witha problem, | want to know everythirgpout it. | want to know
everything about them. | want to know everything about the other sfded then | want to figure out a
way to figure out the problemlournalism iimany ways is like tha¥ou come inyou're asking

questions, you're asking the right questioNau're asking deep questiorasnd you're trying to find out
everything you caabout something.

Theother thing that really helpedhe was, when | was a lawyer, onengy strong suits] was not an
amazing lawyerhut | was okay, and one of my strong suits was | ctakd something complicated and
make it simple. And | alwayisought ofit this way, before | was a lawyer, there wassioch | didn't
understand And when | went tdaw school, | didn't come ...



You're absolutely right. Anfdr years, | spent so much timetelevision having a lot dfifferent jobs,

and | kept sayingSome day when | really make it, I'm just goingltoone thing and it's going to be

great. I'm just goingo focus onthat all the time." Andn the last couple years I've kind of realized | think
my best skillsthat | am probablpetter whenl'm doing morethan one thing And that's hard

sometimes because you've got to be on a bunch of different wavelengths. When you're thinking about
being a legahnalyst,it's a verydifferent skillthan beingananchor,which is a very different skill from

being a correspondenAnd sometimes it can become frustrating tryingseparate albf those things.

But one thing this industry has taught me is wehaWe different skills. And I'learned over the years
to kind of lean intdhesedifferences because they serve different parts of what | G\
correspondent interview on 20/20 allows me to really get to know people personallyediradlongform
story. Doing Sports Center gets me more on the enthusiasm sidegetdo tell a story quickly and
punchy, andn a way that people really want to hear it agét fired upover it. And then doing legal
analysis allows mi reallykind of get in touch with what | really lovedbout lawand explain
complicated concepts in a simple w&8oto me,it's all of these different things that I always like doing
andaccepting thdact that, hey, if that means | do three different things, it's@dodfor me.

John Boccacino:

If youhadto pick one of the hats that yowear,is there one that you love more thahe other? Or does
it kind of dependon the storyyou're telling?

Ryan Smith:

| would say | do love anchoring more thamything else. It's a lot of fumnchoring, hosting, which is
when you're sitting at a desky you're at a show, and yaee the host of the show come on, or the
anchor on Sports Center come on, | love that more taaything because there's a certain fun when
you cancontrol the flow. Producers help us set up everything and they basigdlllys at different
stages where we need to tand what we need to be doing. But whgau're hosting a show or
anchoring a show, you get tmntrol the flow of the informationandhow things goand what you focus
on. Andyou get tosort ofrun whereyouwant to put more emphasiandwhere you want tadial back a
little bit. That's a lot ofun.

But | willsay,| will always have a specjahce in my heart fobeing a legahnalyst because making the
complicated simplés something | love to d&nd | will always in some wagekto do correspondent
interviews because it goes back to ttriosity thingl love talking about people's stories and | fidled

a realskill that we could have as journalists is exercigimgpathy.And | think that's really what you

have to channelvhenyou'rea journalist. | think for years, there was this idea of hard-hitting journalist
when you'retough and youlon't let up on people.

| always looked at that differently. | alwalp®ked at it like | am hert tell someone else's story, and
love doing itMy job is tobe curious about their storyp get out every bit oftheir story, andnaybe

even takethe personl'm interviewing into places [inaudible 00:16:08t,maybe sometimes didn't want
to go. But it'sall in service of trying to get the word out about who theeg. And | still lovéo do that, so
anchoring might be my number one, but those two arg closesecond.

John Boccacino:

I'm going toage myself a little bit here, Ryamhen| saythis, but you get a boo-yah, you gev (p P},
coolas the other side of the pillowsports Center is such awstitution, man. | mean, | grew
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up watching Sports Center. I'm sure you grew up watching the greatest of the greats go through ESPN
andBristol. Just howsurreal is it that you get to sit at that desk?

Ryan Smith:
It's awesomeThereare times wher'm saying something on Sports Centand while






about the athlete in general, artiat makes it easier to tear them down from tpedestalthat they
might get placed on.
Ryan Smith:

It does. | meanthink about theJa Morant story. If not for social medke wouldn't have been
suspended a game. The whole thing is because he put it on Instagram. Thatiean,if there was no









where the basketball team worked out. And it was so funny because you'd just be walking around
routinely seeing guys like ... Weleikaly waslready gone,



John Boccacino:

Well, speaking of incredible, it's been a fascinating conversation hereRydh Smith. You can catch
him at ESPN®agship Sports Center program, catch him on Outside the LABS,News, 20/20, all
over the place.


https://www.rev.com/

